The 27th Annual Middle East Petroleum and Gas Conference (MPGC 2019) was successfully held from April 7-9 at
InterContinental Dubai Festival City, UAE, organised and produced by Conference Connection. Held in Dubai for the
11th time with the support of Emirates National Oil Company (ENOC) as hosts. In total, more than 500 participants
were at MPGC Week 2019 events from over 30 countries in the Middle East, Asia-Pacific, African Subcontinent,
Europe and US.

The conference was opened by Co-chairs, His Excellency Saif Al Falasi, Group Chief Executive Officer of ENOC and Dr.
Fereidun Fesharaki, Chairman of FGE., who welcomed His Excellency Suhail Mohamed Al Mazrouei, Minister of
Energy and Industry for the United Arab of Emirates (UAE), to deliver the Ministerial Address in the presence of His
Highness Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed Al Maktoum, Chairman of the Supreme Council for Energy, President of the Dubai
Civil Aviation Authority, Chairman & Chief Executive, Emirates Group.
Following the Official Opening was the eagerly awaited Chairman’s Crystal Ball, which was delivered by Dr. Fereidun
Fesharaki. He presented the state of the oil markets featuring OPEC/OPEC+, demand growth and the change due to
IMO.
Thereafter, Trading Keynote Addresses from the super majors and NOCs, including:
Mr. Alan Haywood, Chief Executive Officer, Integrated Supply & Trading of BP, Mr.
Thomas Waymel, President, Trading & Shipping of TOTSA Total Oil Trading, Mr. Keith
Martin, Chief Executive Officer of Uniper Global Commodities and Mr. Jamal AlLoughani, DMD International Marketing – Contracts Administration of Kuwait
Petroleum Corporation, provided key insights into the directions of the global oil
trading.

Agenda and Panel Highlights




Forty (40) speakers, five (5) panels and two (2) Special Sessions featured on the MPGC 2019 agenda with
presentations focused on strategic trends, global alliances and challenges relevant to the theme “Middle East
Oil & Gas Markets: Geopolitics and Volatility”
Panels with in-depth insights from each speaker examined OPEC’s current role in the new oil order, pricing hub
and discovery issues, LNG Market evolution, spot markets and risks of JKM, the future refining outlook, and fuel
quality upgradation due to IMO 2020.
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The “All Star Analysts” Panel back by popular demand, featuring the top Wall Street
analysts and investors had Dr Jeff Brown, President of FGE facilitating the dialogue with
analysts on the key drivers of the recent market transformation and the sustainability of
pricing landscape in a new oil order.
A new addition to the agenda was “MPGC Hard Talk” with Mr. Mike Muller,
Director of Vitol Group and Mr. Hadi Hallouche, Oil Asia Head of Trafigura. A path
breaking session with trading houses speaking freely, with a deep dive into how
maturing markets, and the foray of NOCs going into mainstream trading, refinery
assets prediction on building and closure, oil benchmarks for the Middle East, as
well as the process of LNG relative to oil and what it means for the trading groups.
With its movement towards commoditization, the global and Gulf LNG markets were the highlight of the second and
concluding day of MPGC 2019 with vertically integrated NOCs active in LNG, LNG producers, traders and emerging
market players sharing the market trends on growing demand, US LNG and shale gas production growth, the impact
of fuel diversification and price reform on demand in the region. Lively discussion on evolving strategic partnerships
and the growing entrepreneurial spirit of Gulf NOCs, highlighted good prospects for a Middle East hub in LNG
bunkering and short term supplies.



Concluding the conference on April 9th, was a workshop on “The Race to IMO 2020: Earthquake or Much Ado
About Nothing?” which garnered great interest, debate and interaction from the audience.

Attendance at the Conference
MPGC’19 delivered a distinguished
audience with the attendance of the
“Who’s Who” of global heads of
international supply and trading from the
trading houses, super majors and NOCs.
Those include Aramco Trading, ADNOC, BP,
ENOC, KPC, Shell, Total, Trafigura, Uniper
and Vitol, with high visibility and
dominance of key players in both crude oil
and LNG, for the duration of the event.


Delegate response rated premium networking opportunities and an industry-tailored programme as key
drivers for attendance, making MPGC a key vehicle for leading-edge knowledge sharing, intellectual debate and
forming and sustaining partnerships on an annual basis.
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The global nature of the oil markets was reflected in the
composition of attendees with strong participation from Gulf
Cooperation Council attendees (GCC) and Middle East region,
including Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Sharjah, Fujairah, Bahrain, Kuwait,
Sultanate of Oman, Saudi Arabia, Iran and Iraq, in addition to
UK, the EU, and Asia-Pacific region, including Pakistan, Japan,
China, Hong Kong, Korea, Singapore and Malaysia. Adding on
beyond the usual countries are Bangladesh, Czech Republic and
Kenya.
Click
here
(http://www.cconnection.org/wpcontent/uploads/2019/05/MPGC-2019-Attendance-PieCharts.pdf) to view MPGC 2019 attendance pie charts by region,
industry and job profile

The largest delegation of MPGC 2019 is from the United Arab of Emirates, UK and Pakistan.

MPGC Community Engagement








A highlight of social engagements were the gala dinner hosted by ENOC on 8th April 2019 in a formal setting
widely attended by more than 250 guests which facilitated and provided additional networking and the
opportunity to forge new business relationships.
Delegates had the benefits of networking in the lounge hosted by S & P Global Platts, as well as convenient and
conducive setting at coffee breaks extended by Uniper Global Commodities.
ADNOC, BB Energy, BGN, BP, BAPCO, ENOC, Idemitsu Kosan, Trafigura and Vitol were amongst key companies
that hosted MPGC 2019 Hospitality Suites and key annual meetings with their clients as part of official MPGC
2019 Week of activities.
MPGC 2019 enjoyed the support of sponsors and exhibitors, include ENOC, BGN INT DMCC, Dubai Mercantile
Exchange, S & P Global Platts, Shell, Uniper Global Commodities SE, Vitol, Kpler, Drillinginfo and
Intercontinental Exchange. These companies provided the conference with a strong delegate base of senior
executives and synergistic client relationships.

MPGC in Media
MPGC Speakers and Sessions received wide media coverage with more than 40 print and broadcast media groups
represented including industry publications, bi-lingual news dailies from the UAE and GCC, price reporting services,
wire services and both international and regional TV Stations.
MPGC 2019 press clips are available at http://www.cconnection.org/mpgc-2019-press-clippings/
Please click the below for MPGC 2019 video coverage:
1. CNBC
 Trump's comments do not have that much impact on oil prices: Expert
3








Don't see oil prices going back above $80, Goldman Sachs says
Oil demand looks really good right now, Goldman Sachs’ Currie says
S&P Global Platts: Surprised at speed of Aramco bond sale
Oil markets are ready to go up not down: FGE chairman
Oil markets will see 'much more upside than downside,' Citi strategist
CEO of ENOC Group for CNBC Arabia: $1 Billion Investment in Expansions

2. Marasi News
 MPGC 2019 explores opportunities and challenges in the oil and gas market
 Will the oil and gas market remain volatile for 2019?
 MPGC 2019 concludes in Dubai with successful outcome
3. Al Arabiya
 http://ara.tv/296bj
 http://ara.tv/gsfsw
4. Maritime Sky
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=12&v=WVLT8-0ZJwc
5. Sky News
 https://youtu.be/RFOLIrxne7k

MPGC Week 2019
MPGC is held annually in conjunction with the Annual Middle East Petroleum & Gas Week (MPGC Week), with a
series of two-day events on specialised subjects with MPGC as the anchor event. MPGC Week events have been
developed to cater to specialised information needs of delegates. Nearly 400 participants from 40 countries have
attended MPGC Week 2019 events, many attended two or more events, which comprised:
 The 26th Annual Middle East Petroleum Insiders, a two-day executive briefing, April 6-7 2019, presented by
leading global oil consultants from FGE.
 Global Finished Lubricants Value Chain, a one-day workshop, April 9 2019, presented by Geeta Agashe &
Associates, LLC.
 The 8th Annual Base Oil & Lubes Middle East Conference, a one and half-day conference, April 10-11 2019,
organised by The Conference Connection Inc.
 The 13th Annual Middle East Gas Insiders, a two-day strategy briefing, April 10-11 2019, presented by leading
global gas consultants from FGE.

MPGC 2019 Photo Gallery
The photo gallery is available at https://flic.kr/s/aHsmADJBJ8 for your viewing.
The 28th Annual Middle East Petroleum & Gas Conference 2020 will see the iconic event back in Bahrain and the
dates will be announced shortly. For speaking opportunities, registration, sponsorship and exhibition, please contact
The Conference Connection Inc at Tel: (65) 6338 0064 or Email: mpgc@cconnection.org
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